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July 8, 2002

C.O.R.E.

Carolina Off Road Extremists

 Richard Queen

 Public Relations Officer

 (704) 578-1180

 RQs68Jpstr@aol.com

July 8, 2002
USDA-Forest Service

Uwharrie National Forest

Tom Horner, District Ranger

789 Highway 24-27 East

Troy, NC 27371

 Dear Mr. Horner,

  Before the last workweekend in June, I had a conversation with Jake Cebula about the many concerns that I and many of my trail ridings friends have concerning the  Uwharrie trail system.  The leaders of CORE, the Carolina TrailBlazers, and CNC have met and exchanged views and we are committed to join forces to work towards a better trail system at Uwharrie.

The worker turn out on the workdays has dwindled due to the redundant fence building and the lack of any new amenities or trails for the four-wheel drive crowd.

 While we are building new fences and riding the trails in general, many of us see other users destroying the fences, cutting through the forest in off-limits areas, and showing a general lack of regard for any of the rules that are supposed to apply to all trail riders.  There is no way that we can report or even identify these abuses because the ATV crowd commits most. 

 In many conversations that I have had with fellow four wheelers, we feel strongly that more enforcement by the rangers on the trails would curtail these kinds of activities.  I know that when I see a police officer writing a ticket on the street, I think twice about it when I pass through that area in the future.

 I/we are formally asking you to please step up your enforcement actions within the trail system to help stop these abuses by any and all trail riders. We trail riders will help in any way possible to report and identify the abusers of the trails.

 Another concern that we have is that it seems that we are not receiving any new amenities or trails for our efforts. There were some trails closed back in the early 1990’s that we would like to see re-opened. The traffic within the trail system is very heavy and some re-opened trails would relieve the congestion on the current trails. The addition of some more “high challenge” areas would be very welcome. Again, we will work with the Forest Service in any way, shape, or form that you wish if it leads to the opening and re-opening of trails.

 We also wish to be allowed to incorporate some of our workdays into the off-season. The free trail riding does not have to be included on these workdays but we feel that with the cooler weather and no traffic to contend with, we could be much more productive in our efforts.

 The leaders of the coalition of our three clubs would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you in the near future to discuss these and other matters concerning “our” trail system.

 Please feel free to contact me by telephone (704) 578-1180, by email at RQs68Jpstr@aol.com, or USPS address:

 Richard Queen

 4917 Lebanon Rd.

 Charlotte, NC 28227

 Mr. Horner, thank you for your consideration on these issues.

 Sincerely yours,

 Richard Queen

