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July 7, 2002

July 7, 2002
USDA-Forest Service

Uwharrie National Forest

Tom Horner, District Ranger

789 Highway 24-27 East

Troy, NC 27371

 Dear Mr. Horner,

   Myself and my family have some concerns about the Uwharrie trail system. 

The worker turn out on the workdays has dwindled due to the redundant fence building and the lack of any new amenities or trails for the four-wheel drive crowd.

 While we are building new fences and riding the trails in general, many of us see other users destroying the fences, cutting through the forest in off-limits areas, and showing a general lack of regard for any of the rules that are supposed to apply to all trail riders.  There is no way that we can report or even identify these abuses because the ATV crowd commits most. 

 We are formally asking you to please step up your enforcement actions within the trail system to help stop these abuses by any and all trail riders. We trail riders will help in any way possible to report and identify the abusers of the trails.

 Another concern that we have is that it seems that we are not receiving any new amenities or trails for our efforts. There were some trails closed back in the early 1990’s that we would like to see re-opened. The traffic within the trail system is very heavy and some re-opened trails would relieve the congestion on the current trails. The addition of some more “high challenge” areas would be very welcome. Again, we will work with the Forest Service in any way, shape, or form that you wish if it leads to the opening and re-opening of trails.

 We also wish to be allowed to incorporate some of our workdays in the off-season. The free trail riding does not have to be included on these workdays but we feel that with the cooler weather and no traffic to contend with, we could be much more productive.

 Please feel free to contact me at my return address if you wish to discuss this further.

 Mr. Horner, thank you for your consideration on these issues.

 Sincerely yours,

